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NO-COST partnership opportunity 
Montana National Guard Counterdrug Joint Task Force 

 
The Montana National Guard Counterdrug Civil Operations Program leverages unique 

military capabilities to increase awareness, inspire motivation, and provide leadership 

and guidance in calling for, and supporting, the commitment of Montana’s youth to 

make healthy choices.  This includes no-cost education and awareness about the 

dangers associated with impaired driving. 

The Counterdrug Program partners with coalitions throughout the state of Montana to 

raise awareness within communities about high risk behaviors among its youth.  

Counterdrug has a large inventory of equipment specifically engineered to raise 

awareness with younger generations.  Some of this inventory includes a SIDNE Cart, 

Fatal Vision equipment, 

Distract-a-match, Intox-o-

clock, Low Ropes Team 

Building, etc.   

The Simulated Impaired 

Driving Experience (SIDNE) 

cart gives a 1 ½ second 

delay to simulate a delayed 

response at the wheel or a 

distraction such as texting 

and driving. SIDNE has had 

great reviews by Helena 

Drivers Ed instructors who have used the program to raise awareness among their 

students about the dangers of impaired and/or distracted driving. 

The Counterdrug Civil Operations 

program is a no-cost program for any 

community coalition that submits a 

request form.  Requests are supported 

to the best of Counterdrug’s abilities 

based on availability of personnel.  

Statewide DUI Task Statewide DUI Task Statewide DUI Task 

Force meetingForce meetingForce meeting 

November 5-6, 2013 

Montana Department of Transportation  Auditorium  

2701 Prospect Ave, Helena, MT 

 

We asked –and you told us.  75% of those who responded to 

the DUI Task Force survey picked November 5-6 for the DUI 

Task Force annual meeting. 

Thank you to all those who participated!  We hope the meeting 

was of practical value to your task force’s work. 

Next issue will feature a meeting summary. 

Contact 

Marlee Berry, Montana National Guard Counterdrug Joint Task Force 

Phone:  406-324-3179 

Email:  marlee.d.berry.mil@mail.mil 

SIDNE Cart being used at Capital High School (Helena) for Drivers Education  — 17June, 2013 

mailto:marlee.d.berry.mil@mail.mil?subject=Counterdrug%20Civil%20Operations
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DUI Task Force plans approved 
Kid’s bedroom display 
Annual meeting in November 
Booting project—Yellowstone County 
Labor Day mobilization 
DUI reports out of FullCourt 
 

Long-time DUI Task Force Coordinator retires 

Al Recke retired on September 23, 2013 after 19 years of service at the Great Falls Pre-Release Center. As 

the Community Coordinator, Al oversaw not only the community service program, but also was responsible 

for the jail alternative, electronic monitoring, sanction bed, and more. Al was the Cascade County DUI Task 

Force Coordinator for 18 years, and worked tirelessly to curb the DUI rates within the county.  

Colleague Jerry Kelley remembers Al this way:  “Having worked with Al for 9.5 years, I got to know him fairly 

well.  His priority in life it seemed, is his family.  He is always involved with their lives, as much as they 

wanted him to be.  He is a kind man which seems to be the opposite of his somewhat gruff appearance.  

He is thoughtful and generous and is always there whenever you find yourself in a pinch.  Al is one of those 

characters that speaks his mind or lets someone know they are doing something against the law (in his 

mind) even when he knows there will be repercussions in doing so.  A very likeable guy.” 

Gallatin County DUI Task Force Corodinator Jenna Caplette 

and Missoula County DUI Task Force Coordinator Lonie 

Hutchison both remember Al as being  instrumental in 

returning the funding mechanism to the DUI Task Forces in 

2003, after it had been disbanded by the Montana 

Legislature in 2001, by working closely with Representative 

Sue Dickenson of Great Falls. 

Al was an innovator.  For example, he championed the idea 

of DUI Task Forces linking arms to increase their reach and 

effectiveness, particularly during the legislative session.   

He contributed the following article to the September 2008 edition of the DUI Task Force Exchange: 

Why have a Statewide DUI Task Force Association?  
By AL RECKE 

Coordinator, Cascade County DUI Task Force 
 

About a year ago, I was attending the annual statewide DUI Task Force meeting hosted by the State Highway 

Traffic Safety Bureau of the Montana Department of Transportation.   

As I looked around the room at 35 or so folks, I became aware that I really didn’t know most of the other 

attendees and thought about the resources that I was missing out on.  Each of the attendees brought a 

unique approach to their own county’s DUI issues.  Although I’ve been the Coordinator of the Cascade 

County DUI Task Force for almost 14 years, I’m still learning new tricks to combat DUIs. 

I then thought why don’t we, as a group, form an association so we can exchange ideas, methods and 

successes (as well as things that don’t work) so we don’t waste time and money.  I envisioned an 

association that would: 

 Stay in touch by a web site, email, telephone and the occasional face-to-face meeting. 

 Maybe a person to coordinate/facilitate the process and a “go-to” person for guidance if and when 

needed since many new folks were in attendance and just getting their Task Forces started. 

  

I have testified in Helena before numerous legislative committees regarding DUI issues.  When you stand in front of the committee, you have 

to state your name and if you represent any group or are just a citizen. 

When I testified, I had to say I was representing the Cascade County DUI Task Force, which has 25 members.  When I was thinking of a 

statewide association, I thought how much more influential it would have been if I could have said I, or whomever, represented 30-40 

county DUI Task Forces with several hundred members. 

Numbers Speak 

When advocating for change, numbers speak.  When several hundred persons get behind an idea, people pick up their ears and listen.   

We as individuals have 

much to contribute in our 

fight to combat impaired 

drivers, but we as a group would be 

even more efficient and 

effective in our war.                           

—Al Recke 

Then  Cascade County  DUI Task Force Coordinator (Sept 2008) 

“ 

“ 
“Don’t drink & drive this Hallow-

een or we’ll get ya!”  — Al Recke 
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SFY 2014 DUI Task Force plans approved 

1. Anaconda-Deer Lodge  

2. Big Horn County 

3. Broadwater County 

4. Carbon County 

5. Cascade County 

6. Dawson County 

7. Fergus County 

8. Flathead County 

9. Gallatin County 

10. Hill County 

11. Jefferson County 

12. Lake County 

13. Lewis & Clark County 

MDT Director Mike Tooley, approved DUI Task Force plans for SFY 2014 (July 1, 

2013—June 30, 2014) submitted from these counties: 

14. Lincoln County 

15. Madison County 

16. Missoula County 

17. Park/Meagher Counties 

18. Phillips County 

19. Pondera County 

20. Powell County 

21. Ravalli County 

22. Richland County 

23. Sheridan County 

24. Toole County  

25. Yellowstone County 

Thank you to all the counties who submitted plans prior to the deadline of June 3, 2013! 

 61-2-105. Local programs. Except as provided in this part, all highway traffic safety programs of political subdivisions 

must be approved by the governor and funds may not be spent unless the governor's approval is obtained. All local and 

state officials shall cooperate with the governor and department to accomplish the purposes of this part. The governor 

shall administer the highway traffic safety programs of this state and its political subdivisions in accordance with this part 

and federal rules. 

 Director Tooley is the appointed Governor’s Representative for Highway Traffic Safety. 

For a related article please see page 86. 

Remember, state Traffic Safety employees (or any other state employee for that matter) can’t advocate before legislative committees 

because they are state employees and it would be illegal for them to do so.  They can provide information if requested to do so, but they 

can’t pitch either for or against a bill. 

DUI Task Forces are not subject to lobbying restrictions and may advocate freely for legislative change.   

We will be more powerful together than we are as separate entities in bringing about meaningful legislative change that will reduce 

impaired driving in Montana. 

We’re going to miss you, Al.  Thanks for all 

you did to deter DUIs and advance the need 

for effective and well-funded DUI Task 

Forces!  We wish you a very happy and 

healthy retirement. 
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Signs of underage substance use may be hidden in 
plain sight 
Missoula Underage Substance Abuse Prevention Program, a project of Missoula Form for Children & Youth 

The Hidden in Plain Sight Bedroom is an interactive 

educational display for parents, law enforcement, 

school personnel, and community members to help 

them identify potential signs of risky behavior that 

adolescents might have lying around in their 

bedrooms at home.  

The concept is to set up a mock teenage bedroom 

(pictures provided) in public venues; such as Town 

Hall meetings, school open-houses, the county fair, 

safety fairs, and prevention conferences—the venue 

provides an engaging experience where people can 

see a teenager’s bedroom and the inconspicuous 

items in a room that could actually be used for 

harmful risky behavior, such as underage drug use.  

An example might be an apple that could be 

hallowed out to be used as a pipe for smoking 

marijuana or a pair of flip flops that might have a 

bottle opener on the soles.  

When adults walk through the mock bedroom 

with pre-teens or teenagers, this often spurs 

conversations about reducing these risky 

behaviors.  

This is a low cost activity that DUI Task Forces 

can use to bring awareness to the issue of 

underage substance use, and make the 

connection to safe and sober driving. 
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For additionalinformation or questions, please contact: 

Michelle Schaefer, Trauma Registrar & Injury Prevention Specialistm, St. Patrick Hospital—Missoula | Kathryn.Schaefer2@providence.org or (406) 329-5660 

Brandee Tyree, Missoula Underage Substance Abuse Prevention (MUSAP) Coordinator | brandee@missoulaforum.org  or (406) 721-3000 x 1021 

Online at www.missoulaforum.org — check out the new Parent Resource Guide, which includes the Hidden in Plain Sight concept 

Represented on this 

page is the brochure 

that is made available 

as part of the  

Hidden in Plain Sight 

Bedroom display. 

mailto:Kathryn.Schaefer2@providence.org?subject=%22Hidden%20in%20Plain%20Sight%22%20display
mailto:brandee@missoulaforum.org?subject=%22Hidden%20in%20Plain%20Sight%22%20display
http://www.missoulaforum.org
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The Task Force Exchange is a quarterly grant-supported publication made possible by the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) State Highway Traffic Safety Office. 

MDT attempts to provide accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person 
participating in any service, program, or activity of the Department. Alternative accessible formats of 
this information will be provided upon request. For further information, call (406) 444-7411, TTY (800) 
335-7592, or the Montana Relay at 711.  

This document was published and distributed electronically.  Previous issues may be viewed online at 
www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/dui_taskforces.shtml. 

We Want Your Comments 

A CALL TO ACTION   

 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/dui_taskforces.shtml 

Please enhance the effectiveness of statewide 

efforts to reduce impaired driving crashes, injuries 

& fatalities in Montana by sharing your expertise, 

concerns, opinions, projects, challenges, 

successes, helpful websites, etc. with other traffic 

safety advocates in the state.   

Please submit articles for inclusion in future issues 

of this newsletter to: 

Lorelle Demont 

State Highway Traffic Safety  

Montana Department of Transportation 

PO Box 201001, Helena  MT  59620-1001 

Office (406) 444-7411 

 ldemont@mt.gov  

Thank you for your dedication and hard work! 

DUI Task Force plan approval timeline for SFY 2015 (July 1, 2014—June 30, 2015): 

 SFY 2015 DUI Task Force plans are due to MDT by June 1, 2014. 

 Annual reports must be submitted to your county commission in accordance with 

MCA 61-2-106.  Many DUI Task Forces submit their annual reports within the 

month following the end of the state fiscal year (i.e. by July 31). 

 Learn more at the November 5-6 Statewide DUI Task Force Meeting! 

SFY 2015 DUI Task Force plan approval 
timelines 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/dui_taskforces.shtml
mailto:ldemont@mt.gov

